Six whooping cranes spent several days this month on the Platte River, a little
over a half mile east of the Chapman Bridge by Bader Park. These birds belong
to the |l ast wild migratory flock, whi
National Park, where they nest, and the Aransas National Wildlife Refuge in
Texas, where they spend the winter. The population reached a critical low of
15 birds in 1941 due to habitat loss and hunting pressures; recovery efforts
have brought numbers up to an estimated 250 birds. What a rare and exciting newsletter

opportunity it was to view these whoopers right in the Platte Corridor that we November. 2015

are working in! The Sherman Ranch river habitat is very similar to this site, '

and is just 5 miles downstream. Thanks to Jerry Jacobs for sharing his photo

taken November 14.
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ltds time to review the most notewort hy20Eccompl

1 Annual programs and eventsWe had a great run for all programsBader Park guided educational
hikes (339 year); Griffith PrairieFun Run- which is also a Nebraska Wildflower Week event (fifth year);
Sioux County Ranch Trek (20Trek); the Youth Naturalist Program (third year); SOAR (Flight 24); our
second year of oWinter Explore Dayso6 for famild.
Prairie Plains); Olson Nature Preserve Enrichment Programs (directed and taught by Boone County
area teachers); several summer evening hikes at Griffith Prairie followed by cookouts, conversation
and music at the Center (the o0Barn Bashesd); ar

1 Education Center:Sprinkler system pipe work was installed, and major electrical work was done.

7 Prairie & Wetland Restoration

Seed collection/plantings We have planted 750 acres of high diversity, local ecotype wetlapddirie

so far in 2015- with plans to plant 230 more by the end of the year. The plantings include 21 project
sites in 18 counties. To date, 10,921 total acres have been planted, including 204 project sites in 52
counties. This summer we hand collected 1,000 acres worth of prairie and wetland seed mix and
combine harvested 500 acres worth of grass seed, totaling 244 species. We put extra effort into the
milkweed harvest this year for use in monarch butterfly habitat projects. Ten milkweed species were
collected, mostly common, prairie, showy, swamp & whorled.

Greenhouse seedlingsOver 6,000 native prairie and wetland seedlings were grown in the greenhouse,
including over 70 different species. These were distributed/planted at a Fontenelle Forest mitigation
site; seven different Pheasants Forever Youth Pollinator Habitat Program sites; a Rainwater Basin Joint
Venture milkweed diversification project at Trumbull Basin and a Rowe Sanctuary project. The
remainderwere used to enrich restorations on our own properties.

continued g



Notable in 2015, continued:

1 Preserves/Stewardship
A new allpurpose steel building has been constructed at the Guadalcanal Memorial Prairie Ranch in
Sioux County. Major weed tree removal work was accomplished at Olson Nature Preserve, along with
dead tree cleanup in the cottonwood grove, followed by a prescribed burrthe burn being a major,
long anticipated (and very needed) event. New fencing was built on the northwest side of ONP. Other
tree (and fence) removal work was continued at Pearl Harbor Survivors Prairie and Marie Ratzlaff Prairie
Preserve, and prescribed burns were also completed at Griffith Prairie and Bader Park.

TR And last, but definitely not least:
- GHERMAN We have raised $1,789,163 to date toward the $1,882,390 needed
JliTe i = to purchase the Sherman Ranch.

L The option to purchase was exercised on November 20!

Exercising the Sherman Ranch purchase option brings us to the concluding
phase of a fiveyear process. We now have up to 90 days before we close on the propedtyntil late
February, 2016. Fortunately, this gives us additional time to raise $93,227, which will then allow us to
receive the final $50,000 challenge grant from the Frank M. & Alice M. Farr Trust in Aurora.

THANKS to the many foundations, agencies and individuals who have so generously contributed
toward this major purchase. We are overwhelmed by the response from our incredibly supportive
and loyal members!

~NJ

Want to ensure that we qualify for the Farr Trust $50,000 challenge grant
Mail contributions to Prairie Plains, 1307 L Street, Aurora, NE 68818 g Prairie Plains Link

N - use Pa_yPaI: _ is a publication of
prairieplains.org/online_donations.htm. W%

Questions? 402694-5535 or 402-631-7002 ’ 0l Prairie Plains

=

APPROACHING EVENTS: . _ _
) ) . Prairie Plains Resource Institute
Winter Bird Hike at Bader Park, Saturday, Dec. 12, 9:00 a.m. is an educational land trust
Social with holiday goodies following in the Bader House. inCO;pOégtlté(d)i&)1980 asanon -
. profit, C tax -exempt
SAVE THE_ DATE membership organization based
Saturday, Jan. 16- Annual Meeting of Members, Marquette in Aurora, Nebraska.
Saturday evening, January 23 Prairie Plains Fundraiser/Celebration MISSION:
Lincoln - UNL East Campus Union Maintaining and restoring
Nebraska ecosystems

Creating opportunities for
education, research,
stewardship and
community development.
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November labor: Left, the only time one could refer
to Mi ke Bul | er awveorkidgswitj o b
milkweed seed. Above, Sarah Bailey processingseed. Contact us:
About 2,800 gallons will run through the hammer- 402 - 694 - 5535
mill before the jobds dolne. ppri@hamiton.net




