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The mission of Prairie Plains requires teamwork. Every member of our prescribed fire crew is  

essential. Our education programs are a reflection of the passionate professionals who are willing to 

share what they know with kids. Prairie restoration can’t be done without many hands collecting seed.  

A lot of seed. 
 

Your support of the work of Prairie Plains makes our team stronger. Every dollar supports every bit of our 

success. A donation to SOAR makes our summer camps better, but also gets more people on our  

preserves, helping us connect with the next generation of land stewards, prairie restorationists and  

outdoor enthusiasts. A donation directed to a specific prairie preserve makes that property better which 

returns to us in more plant diversity and more seed to collect and more reasons to get people out to see 

it. And, of course, a donation to general operating makes it all possible. 
 

As 2022 winds down, please consider a year-end gift to Prairie Plains either with the enclosed envelope 

or at prairieplains.org/get-involved. It takes all of us to do this important work, and you can be certain 

that every donation is thoughtfully and efficiently utilized to make the prairie and the people who love it 

more connected. Go team! (And if you’ve already donated, THANK YOU!!!) 

Conditions were perfect in late November 

for a prescribed fire through the Niobrara 

River channel at the Guadalcanal  

Memorial Prairie & Ranch outside of  

Harrison, Nebraska. Tennant and rancher 

Scott Schaefer worked with the Harrison 

Volunteer Fire Department to burn more 

than a mile of the channel. The goal of the fire 

was to clean off vegetative thatch and set back invasive cattail growth to allow 

the river to flow more efficiently when it returns to the channel. A neighboring 

landowner with first water rights diverts water from the river into an irrigation 

canal during summer and fall months each year. We’re looking forward to  

seeing how the area responds in the spring. Special thanks to the VFD crew for 

their equipment and expertise! Photos courtesy of Scott Schaefer. 
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Pulling on the Same End of the Rope 

Come hike with us! 
January 1 - 1 p.m. - Annual New Year’s Day Hike - Gjerloff Prairie 

January 21 - 1 p.m. - Annual Meeting of Members followed by a prairie hike - Gjerloff Prairie 

February 4 - 10 a.m. - Winter Explore Days - Bader Park near Chapman, NE 

February 25 - 7 a.m. - Waterfowl Migration Hike - Bader Park near Chapman, NE 
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Board of Directors: 
 

          Brad Bangs (Aurora) 

          Brock Wyatt (Aurora) 

          Jessica Piskorski (Ord) 

          Dane Sutherland (Aurora) 

          Mark Hammer (Wayne) 

          Allison Speicher (Lincoln) 

 

Staff: 

Amy Jones, Executive Director 

Mike Bullerman, Restoration Ecologist  

     and GIS Specialist 

Sarah Bailey, Conservation &  

     Education Director 

Jeff Gustafson, Land Steward 

 

Learn more and 

become a member:  

www.prairieplains.org 

(and follow us on Facebook, 

Instagram and Twitter!) 

 

Contact: 

402-694-5535 

contactppri@hamilton.net 

1307 L St. Aurora NE 68818 

Prairie Plains Link 
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Celebrating Great Friends 

Prairie Plains is honored to have received a gift of a 

2023 Polaris Ranger side-by-side UTV in memory 

of Jim Cyr and Ernie Ochsner (UTV pictured above 

with Ernie’s wife of 50 years, Lynda). The donation 

was made to celebrate a great friendship and to 

allow those unable to hike the hills at Gjerloff  

Prairie the opportunity to visit the property and 

enjoy their own connection with the land. 
 

Jim Cyr of Aurora passed away in August 2021.  

Always smiling, ever positive, Jim was passionate 

about kids and education, and supported our 

SOAR summer camp by donating scholarships for 

students in need and encouraging the Aurora Lions 

Club to support SOAR annually. 
 

Ernie Ochsner, also of Aurora, passed in October of this year. Ernie served on the 

Prairie Plains board and was a friend of the Institute since its founding. Ever present 

at hikes and special events, Ernie’s calm and thoughtful approach to life brought a 

welcome sense of peace and appreciation. An accomplished artist, Ernie’s landscape 

oil painting, “Gjerloff Landing” is displayed with pride in the 

foyer of the Charles L. Whitney Education Center at Gjerloff 

Prairie. (Ernie is pictured above with the painting in 2020.)  
 

Not only were Jim and Ernie great friends of Prairie Plains, 

they were also great friends. They could often be found in a 

local coffee shop discussing the ways of the world. In August 

2011, the twosome enjoyed a tour of the Prairie Plains  

Sherman Ranch in a side-by-side UTV (photo top left - Jim is 

seated on the far right, Ernie in the back seat). Jim’s daughter 

recently expressed how much that trip to the prairie meant to 

Jim, as his declining health made hiking difficult. 
 

While Jim and Ernie are greatly mourned and missed, the  

intersection of their lives has been celebrated with an  

opportunity to connect more people with the prairie. And the 

Ranger will be instrumental in all of our work on the land - 

from improving our properties through stewardship to hauling 

supplies for our education programs. How appropriate!  
 

Please call Amy at 402-694-5535 or email  

amyppri@hamilton.net if you or someone you know would 

like a tour of the prairie in our new Ranger! 

You are invited to the  

2023 Prairie Plains Annual Meeting of  

Members 

Saturday, January 21, 2023 

1 p.m. - 3 p.m. (CST) 

The meeting will be a hybrid meeting:  

Join us in person at the  

Charles L. Whitney Education Center  

2206 N M Road 

Marquette, Nebraska, 

or on Zoom. 

Zoom link can be found at  

www.prairieplains.org/events. 

A brief business meeting will be followed by a 

slideshow of Prairie Plains photos highlighting 

2022 activities. In-person attendees are  

welcome to enjoy coffee, cookies and a  

Gjerloff Prairie hike following the meeting. 


