
A new website full of cool ways to connect. 

We’ve recently launched a new website, but our address is the same - 

prairieplains.org. There are more beautiful pictures, helpful updates about 

events and education programs, simple directions to our preserves and an 

opportunity to adopt your very own acre 

at Gjerloff Prairie! The Prairie Acre Club is 

a new membership option that allows you 

to choose a parcel of Gjerloff Prairie (1/2 

acre, 1 acre or 2 acres) to call your own. A 

monthly, recurring donation provides 

naming rights on your acre and the pride 

of supporting the work we do on all of our 

prairies. Follow the link on the home page, 

then click “View Available Acres” to see an 

aerial map of Gjerloff with a checkerboard 

of acres (photo, right). The green squares 

are available for adoption. Love your  

existing, once-a-year membership? We do 

too! You can renew online by visiting  

prairieplains.org/friends. There’s truly 

something for everyone!  
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Prairie plains Link 

A sight for sore eyes! Sarah Bailey captured this Platte River milkvetch (Astragalus plattensis) at Sherman 

Ranch in late April. 

Happy 40th Birthday Prairie Plains! 
You read it right. Founded on April 29, 1980, Prairie Plains has been  

connecting people and prairies for 40 years. And while current conditions 

prevent us from inviting you to an awesome party with cake and balloons, 

we welcome you to explore our 8 prairie preserves and do your own little 

happy birthday dance. (For inspiration we’ve included this photo of  

founders Bill and Jan Whitney cutting a prairie rug in 1990.) Social  

distancing rules apply, but seriously, dance it out. No one’s watching! 



Preserving, restoring and maintaining 

Nebraska native prairies - 

Creating opportunities for education, 

research, stewardship and place-

based community development. 

 

Prairie Plains Resource Institute is 

an educational land trust  

incorporated in 1980 as a non-

profit, 501(c)(3) tax-exempt 

membership organization based in 

Aurora, Nebraska. 
 

Board of Directors: 
 

          Brad Bangs (Aurora) 

          Kim Sosin (Omaha) 

          Wayne Mollhoff (Ashland) 

          Brock Wyatt (Aurora) 

          Jessica Piskorski (Ord) 

          Dane Sutherland (Aurora) 
 

Staff: 

Mitchell Lyon, Executive Director 

Amy Jones, Admin. Director 

Mike Bullerman, Restoration Ecologist  

     and GIS Specialist 

Sarah Bailey, Greenhouse Manager 

and Naturalist Educator 

Jeff Gustafson, Land Steward 

Jared Sullivan, Restoration and  

      Stewardship Assistant 

 

Learn more and 

become a member:  

www.prairieplains.org 

(and follow us on Facebook, 

Instagram and Twitter!) 
 

Contact: 

402-694-5535 

contactppri@hamilton.net 

1307 L St. Aurora NE 68818 
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NATIVE PLANT SALE 

Native plant plugs will be 

available for purchase and 

pick-up starting May 11. 

We’re offering curbside pick-

up from the greenhouse at 

Gjerloff Prairie or the Prairie 

Plains office in Aurora. Plugs 

are $4.00 each and are local 

ecotype to central/eastern 

Nebraska. To see a species 

list and make  

arrangements, contact Sarah 

Bailey at 402-694-5535 or 

sarahppri@hamilton.net. 
  

Dealing with a Pandemic 

As the world copes with COVID-19, we’re staying focused on our mission as 

we monitor all the changes around us. The prairie offers a special brand of 

comfort right now, and we’re grateful to be able to continue our work on the 

land so that others can enjoy all that nature has to offer. Here’s how we’re 

dealing with the pandemic to date: 

 The Prairie Plains office is closed, with staff working from home - but we 

welcome you to contact us with questions or comments via email. 

 Our work on the land continues, with adherence to social distancing   

recommendations. Mike is still restoring prairies - planting is a solitary 

job. Jeff and Jared are cutting trees and fixing fence - work that can be 

done with more than 6 feet of distance from each other. Sarah is tending 

to the greenhouse - her plants love it when she talks to them and they 

don’t mind if she stands too close! And we have carefully conducted  

several prescribed burns - keeping our crew to 10 people or less and 

keeping our distance as we work. 

 We’ve cancelled or postponed many of our upcoming events and       

education opportunities until we can be certain it’s safe to host groups of 

people again. Updates can be found on our website by clicking the black 

banner at the top of the page. 
 

But the Prairie Remains OPEN! 

Our preserves are available for you to explore and enjoy. (Social distancing 

rules apply.) Visit www.prairieplains.org if you need directions or informa-

tion, or feel free to email with questions via the “contact” page. So c’mon! 

Get out there! The spring flowers and open spaces are waiting for you!  

Left - Prairie Plains burn crew at Sherman Ranch (photo by Scott Jones). Top 

right -  Mike Bullerman planting prairie in Lancaster County (photo by Tom 

Malmstrom). Bottom right - fire heads uphill at Sherman Ranch in April. 


