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Early Summer 2022 

Summer is off and running! May and June have been full of activities on the land and at the Charles L.  

Whitney Education Center. The Center has lived up to our expectations, providing the perfect gateway to the 

prairie for people of all ages and conversations of all types. The Saturday hikes at Gjerloff Prairie, along with 

the Fun Run/Walk (pictured above) were fun opportunities to share information and get folks out on the land. 

And we’re not done yet! We’ve got Youth Naturalist Program, Young Nebraska Ecologists and Summer  

Orientation About Rivers coming up, as well as a Conserving Fragmented Prairies Workshop (see back side) 

and a Nebraska Bumble Bee Atlas field day (hosted by the Xerces Society). 

Photos clockwise from top left: Spring wildflowers were the topic of the 

first hike lead by greenhouse manager/naturalist educator Sarah Bailey; 

Bill Bolte’s Trail History Hike allowed participants to try their hand using 

dousing rods to identify the boundaries of a dugout home located on  

Gjerloff Prairie; Lulu the Dog enjoyed the Fun Run as much as anyone!; 

Prairie Plains founder Bill Whitney discussed geology, land management 

and prairie plant communities on his Platte River Ecology Hike; Guests of 

all ages enjoyed Gerry Steinauer’s Nature Photography Hike; In SOAR-

like fashion, Sarah Bailey provided a hands-on look at prairie insects. 
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Board of Directors: 
 

          Brad Bangs (Aurora) 

          Brock Wyatt (Aurora) 

          Jessica Piskorski (Ord) 

          Dane Sutherland (Aurora) 

          Mark Hammer (Wayne) 

          Allison Speicher (Lincoln) 

 

Staff: 

Amy Jones, Executive Director 

Mike Bullerman, Restoration Ecologist  

     and GIS Specialist 

Sarah Bailey, Greenhouse Manager  

     and Naturalist Educator 

Jeff Gustafson, Land Steward 

Jared Sullivan, Restoration and  

      Stewardship Assistant 

 

Learn more and 

become a member:  

www.prairieplains.org 

(and follow us on Facebook, 

Instagram and Twitter!) 

 

Contact: 

402-694-5535 

contactppri@hamilton.net 

1307 L St. Aurora NE 68818 
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Meanwhile, at Olson Nature Preserve... 

...the learning continues.  

Summer Enrichment at ONP 

(left) provided 36 middle 

school students from Boone 

Central and St. Michael’s the 

opportunity to learn about local 

history, Nebraska snakes, insect 

poetry and much more! 

 

The Boone Central High 

School greenhouse class also 

spent some time at ONP  

installing native plant seedlings 

into the prairie along Beaver 

Creek. Led by teacher Katie 

Wilson and greenhouse manag-

er Sarah Bailey, the class has 

been improving the property 

with their efforts since 2019. 

Conserving Fragmented Prairies Workshop 

July 25-26, 2022 - Marquette and Wood River, Nebraska 
 

Hosted by Prairie Plains and The Nature Conservancy’s Platte River Prairies, 

this field-based workshop will focus on a range of topics related to           

restoration and management of fragmented prairies. We will visit sites that 

illustrate both successes and challenges as a way to foster conversation and 

sharing of experiences  between participants. Topics will include prairie  

restoration/reconstruction, fire and grazing management, woody plant and 

other invasive species management, and more. 

There is no cost for this workshop, but participation is limited, so register 

early to ensure you get a spot. A full agenda and registration form can be 

found on our website at www.prairieplains.org/events or at Chris Helzer’s 

blog https://prairieecologist.com/2022/06/02/join-us-for-two-events-in-july/. 

A team of Native American tribal members, curriculum 

writers and Central Community College staff visited  

Gjerloff Prairie and the Education Center on June 9th to 

write, film and photograph content that will be part of a 

new curriculum reaching elementary and secondary 

school students across the nation. The curriculum the 

team is creating explores the impact of traditional plants 

and local ecosystems on Native American societies 

throughout history and how the rejuvenation of this  

traditional knowledge is important to tribal members and 

ecosystem health both today and into the future. The 

prairie provided a perfect setting to film and photograph 

medicinal plants, prairie landscapes and the Platte River, 

while the Center served as a great spot to plan, write and 

record educational materials. 
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Your support makes 

a difference! 

Become a Prairie 

Acre Club member  

today! 
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