
Below, left:  It was a chilly New Year’s Day for the annual holiday hike at Griffith Prairie.  

     This time our group was joined by Grand Island Independent reporter Tracy Overstreet. Her article about our long- 

     standing tradition appeared in both the Independent and the Omaha World-Herald. (See omaha.com “Snowy hike to 

     the top of the bluffs” in search box.) 

Middle:  Participating in the 1:00 hike, from left, Jan & Bill Whitney, Ernie & Lynda Ochsner, John Jasnowski, Amy Jones and  

     Dwayne Braun. 

Right:  Unable to make the scheduled event, these dedicated New Year’s hikers Laura & Mark Jobman and Marianne Meyer 

     (with David, the photographer) ventured out a little earlier to keep the tradition. 

The 2013 Annual Meeting of Members was held 

January 19
th
 in Aurora. During the business meeting Mike 

Powell, Steve Winter and Lindsay Vivian were recognized 

for their years of service on the Board of Directors;  2013 

board members are Bill Snyder (Auburn) president; Randy 

Ruppert (Fremont), vice president; Joyce Gleason (Lincoln), 

secretary/treasurer; Kelly Kindscher (Lawrence, KS) and newly 

elected Dwayne Braun (Aurora). 

     The tone was upbeat throughout the day, including the “Year 

in Review,” director’s address, lunch (of course) and afternoon 

tour of the center.  Included here is an abstract of the comments 

by director Bill Whitney (pictured). 

April 29, 1980: The founders wished to contribute to nature education, prairie preservation 

and management and a new emergent discipline called ecological restoration - and proceeded 

to draft some pretty lofty and broad purposes.  These included promoting a sustainable 

approach to the management of natural resources through education; promoting interest in 

the preservation of natural areas and the study of their cultural and biological components; 

establishing a center to collect and preserve records and research materials, as well as a place 

where people may gather to exchange ideas toward the benefit of all life in the plains. OVER 
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Sunrise, January 12
th
 - from Highway 14 south of Central City.  Sarah Bailey 

snapped this on her phone as she and Jeff Gustafson headed to work at  

Olson Nature Preserve. 

Right: Having a great weather day, most of the annual meeting attendees took part in the 

     afternoon tour of the Charles L. Whitney Education Center in progress. 



Out & About: 

Ninth Annual Tallgrass Prairie Management Seminar 
 

     Sarah Bailey, Jeff Gustafson and Bill Whitney attended the Ninth 

Annual Tallgrass Prairie Management Seminar in Beatrice, Nebraska on 

January 23
rd
. The seminar began with an inspiring presentation by 

nature photographer Michael Forsberg on the Platte River Basin Time-

Lapse Project and the use of time-lapse photography to tell the story of 

a particular landscape. This technology allows land managers to see 

what is actually happening throughout a period of time in a particular 

area. Forsberg has several stations 

spaced along the entire length of 

the Platte River, as well as 

other locations such as Indian 

Cave State Park, where they 

will be assessing the impacts 

of prescribed fire on the oak 

woodlands along the Missouri 

River. Other presentations 

covered research on native 

bees and pollination, control 

of invasive plant species, 

research on patch burn 

grazing and working with 

landowners on conservation 

easements.    
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THANK YOU to volunteer Linda 

Lambert for helping out with 

our tree cleanup work at ONP. 

Early Bird Hikes at Bader Park: 

7:00 a.m. on Feb. 23rd, March 2nd, 

April 27th and May 4th. 

Snowflakes & seeds on the EZ-Flow:  

Planting season starts early for Prairie 

Plains - ninety acres in January, divided 

between several sites, mostly in the 

Wetland Reserve Program (WRP). 

Below, life in the greenhouse: purple 

and white prairieclover seedlings 

emerged on January 26th; chokecherry 

seeds de-hulled using Sarah’s secret 

technique! 

 Annual meeting address summary, continued: 
   

     From the tiny Lincoln Creek prairie 

planting in 1980 to the 8,500 acres total 

restored by the end of 2012; from the 

idea of some kind of summer enrichment 

program in 1991 to the 22-year old SOAR 

program serving over 300 area youth every 

summer; from the concept of an Education 

Center to the moving of the barn in 

2007, with continuous work on it since, 

we have steadily progressed.  More 

recently we have devised an large-scale, 

long-term approach to stream corridor 

restoration dubbed “Ribbons of Prairie.” 
 

     Our focus now: Completing the 

Education Center and developing its 

programs; acquiring the 650-acre 

Sherman Ranch; managing the Lone Tree 

Corridor process (a visioning process for 

the future of the Platte River Corridor 

between the Grand Island and Clarks 

bridges) and further development of the 

“Ribbons of Prairie” concept. 
 

     The most important topics to consider 

deal with water, with the status of nature 

and education in our culture, and with a 

more progressive approach to rural 

development.  Stay tuned! 


