
Year Seven: June 17-21, 2019 

 SOAR 2019 

     FLIGHT 28 
 

 July 8-11 & July 15-18 

Although both YNP and SOAR had some weather challenges this year, all turned out splendidly! Both programs 

were fully loaded, with 16 campers in YNP (grades 6-10) and a total of 123 in SOAR (grades 3-6). Please note 

acknowledgements on the inserted page—It takes a lot of support to keep these camps in flight!  

                        Youth Naturalist Program (YNP) Highlights  

Aquatic studies at Bader Park—herding fish and aquatic netting 

with Bill Whitney and Sarah Bailey. 

Among the aquatic netting finds—giant water 

 naiads and glass shrimp (shown in 

aquarium at Education Center). 

Afternoon lab at the Education 

Center, getting a closer look at 

the morning’s samples.  

Left: Following his presentation on 

 

Chris Helzer Joined in on Sarah’s 

—with resulting photo (crab 

spider). Photography and journaling 

was a part of each day at YNP. 

Monday, June 17 

Wednesday, June 19 

Exploring Olson Nature Preserve in Boone County, 

with emphasis on Sandhills geology and 2019 

flood effects. Bullsnake! 



Thursday, June 20— Bright and early, 

off to The Crane Trust south of Alda. 

Campers experienced an extensive low-

land wet meadow there, led by Trust 

 

of Conservation Research Andrew 

Caven. The morning’s focus was on 

 

Trust herbarium, learning the signifi-

cance of keeping botanical records. 

Thursday afternoon—Back to home base at Gjerloff Prairie for insect 

study and completion of photography projects. 

 Next, to right  

Sherman Ranch stretch of the Platte 
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orienteering, birding and wetlands. 

   

Whatever challenges we were dealt 

at SOAR this summer were made 

up for by two fabulous night sky 

 the 

“Buck Moon,” the full moon for the 

month of July, so named as deer 

buck’s new antlers emerge around 

this time of year. Leading up to the 

star show: Redtail Hawk release 

(thanks to Deb Miller, Fontenelle 

Forest Raptor Recovery volunteer), 

prairie hike, watercolors, the 

“prairie dog game,” storytelling, 

campfire with s’mores...just a 

whole lotta fun! 

  

  

 



easy-

 There was 

 

who shared the art and science of composting right in his own back 

yard. 

Thursday, July 11 & 18—River Day!! Oh, wait . . . well, sometimes you just have to make do. For Week One 

there was a flooding river, so we took the campers up to Bader Park for a good look and lesson about Platte 

River hydrology & history. And a swim in the sandpit (designated swimming area). Then, thanks to Maile Ilac 

Boeder at The Leadership Center, we were able to carry out a revised schedule of activities (Raindrop Relay, 

obstacle course, boating & fishing) there. The following week there were dangerous heat warnings issued, and 

we went with Plan C: Enjoy lunch and a swim at Bader Park and dismiss early! 


