
The 24th annual Summer Enrichment 

Program at Olson Nature Preserve, held 

May 29-31, got 31 of this fallõs 7th & 8th 

graders from Boone Central and St. Michaelõs 

outside to learn and have a blast! 
 

As always, the ONP Enrichment was a model of interdisciplinary study. The 

exploratory hike through ONPõs seven ecosystems emphasized the natural 

history of the area, as did the session on Nebraska snakes. Insects were netted, 

studied and poetically written about; other aquatic creatures were collected 

an examined using digital and stereo scopes. And there were lessons about 

local history and outdoor/pioneer skills including camp cookery and ice 

cream churning, corn shelling, rope-making and archery - along with a creative 

activity involving homesteading and a visit to the nearby Orford Cemetery. 

Still other sessionsõ focus was primarily FUN, including kite-flying, scavenger 

hunts (using GPS), pioneer games and swimming in Beaver Creek. 
 

The ONP Enrichment Program is taught by a team of Boone County area 

educators (Cassie Olson, Cheri Blocher, Mitch Osborn, Mark Seier, Michael 

Volker, Dan Zoucha, Trevor Vandewalle and Lonnie and Ruth Zrust) and is 

made possible by Boone Central Schools and the Albion Education Foundation.  
 

THANKS to Cassie Olson and Cheri Blocher for photos and information. 
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globemallow (Sphaeralcea coccinea), blooming in the prairie. This particular  

beauty was spotted at Sherman Ranch. Enjoy more florals on page 3. 

From left: Natural history hike through ONP, guided by Mitch Osborn; Admiring  
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