
The second annual 

Youth Naturalist 

Program (YNP) for 

students in grades 7-12 

was held June 23-27. 

YNP is modeled after 

SOAR, but with a more advanced curriculum for a smaller group. The founder, coordinator and principal 

instructor is Sarah Bailey; other instructors this summer included Jeff Gustafson and Bill Whitney (Prairie 

Plains); Nebraska Game & Parks Commission botanist Gerry Steinauer; certified kayak instructor Jean 

Kennedy (with assistant Rene® Ekhoff); outdoor skills expert Alex Briner; Edgerton Explorit Center educator 

and astronomy instructor Dan Glomski and Community Crops presenters Eastlyn Wright and Andrea Jenkins. 

Outdoor classrooms were Platte corridor sites Bader Park, Griffith Prairie & Farm and Sherman Ranch. 

Subjects/activities included birding; nature writing and illustration; herpetology; kayaking, backpacking 

and camping; astronomy; botany and ethnobotany; 

prairie ecology and stewardship; prairie restoration; 

greenhouse and gardening, including topics of 

community gardening and food justice issues. It was 

a very successful program this summer and we plan to 

build on it in years to come. 

     Our thanks to the Hamilton Community Foundation 

for financial support, and to the Aurora Mall for snack 

contributions. 

SOAR 2014 campers learned some gardening basics from Sarah Bailey at her Griffith Farm garden. 

YNP campers learned about hiking and backpacking while exploring the rugged terrain 

of the Tom Sherman Ranch. 

Experiencing the prairie as an inspiration for writing and 

art was one of the Youth Naturalist Program sessions. 
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