
Even though the Brrrr! index was in the “You Can’t Be Serious” range,  a 

good number of New Year’s Day Hike enthusiasts rallied at Gjerloff Prairie. 

Here they’re making their way northeast to the Platte. Note that the cedar 

forest is outside the eastern boundary of the preserve. Quite a contrast! 
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January 27 Fundraiser/Celebration of the Prairie: Amy Jones, Administrative 

Director of Prairie Plains, delivered a warm and witty welcome to the crowd, 

followed by Executive Director Bill Whitney’s message of sincere gratitude. 

We’d like to just repeat that here: THANKS so much to everyone who donated 

items, participated in the auctions, or just came to hang out with us and celebrate. 

We had a wonderful evening, and raised $10,000! 

WEBSITE UPGRADE 

We are very pleased to announce 

our new and improved website! 

The address is the same 

(prairieplains.org) but the look 

is all new and the features of 

the site really help tell the story 

of who we are and what we do. 

We’re now able to embed videos; 

one great example is on the 

Gjerloff Prairie page, a flyover 

of the prairie and barn (thanks 

to Jason Buss). Each preserve 

page has a slideshow of photos 

at the top of the page you can 

arrow through. And it’s now 

possible to register online for 

our events. Just browse through 

the site however you like, and 

please share with anyone and 

everyone you think might be 

interested. We’re proud of our 

new look and want to show it 

off! 

Prairie plains Link 

The Annual Meeting of Members was held January 20 in Marquette. During 

the business meeting board members Kim Sosin and Carol Bodeen were 

both elected to a second term. Members of the 2018 Board of Directors 

are Tom Emerton (Cairo), Dwayne Braun (St. Joseph, MO.), Kim Sosin 

(Omaha), Carol Bodeen (Maxwell), Brad Bangs (Aurora) and Wayne Mollhoff 

(Ashland). The focus of discussion was the completion of the Education 

Center. Construction will now move forward nonstop until it is done, with 

a goal of programming beginning in 2019. The meeting closed with the 

sharing of parts of a PowerPoint program about Prairie Plains being developed 

by Jan Whitney. It will be suitable for staff, board and others to use in 

promoting the organization. 
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Preserving, restoring and maintaining 

Nebraska native prairies - 

Creating opportunities for education, 

research, stewardship and place-

based community development. 

 

Prairie Plains Resource Institute is 

an educational land trust  

incorporated in 1980 as a non-

profit, 501(c)(3) tax-exempt 

membership organization based in 

Aurora, Nebraska. 
 

Board of Directors: 

       Tom Emerton (Cairo) 

       Dwayne Braun (St. Joseph, MO) 

       Kim Sosin (Omaha) 

       Carol Bodeen (Maxwell) 

       Brad Bangs (Aurora) 

       Wayne Mollhoff (Ashland) 
 

Staff: 

William S. Whitney, Exec. Director 

Amy Jones, Admin. Director 

Mike Bullerman, Restoration Director  

     and GIS Specialist 

Sarah Bailey, Greenhouse Manager,  

     Youth Naturalist Program Director  

     and Restoration Assistant 

Jeff Gustafson, Land Steward and 

     Restoration Assistant 

Jan Whitney, Publications Editor and 

     SOAR Coordinator 
 

Learn more and 

become a member:  

www.prairieplains.org 

(and follow us on Facebook, 

Instagram and Twitter!) 
 

Contact: 

402-694-5535 

ppri@hamilton.net 

1307 L St. Aurora NE 68818 

 

Prairie Plains Link 
 

is a publication of 
Approaching Events 

More Winter Explore! 

 

Get outside and explore this 

winter! We invite families to 

join us for the next two Winter 

Explore days at Bader Park and 

the Sherman Ranch. 
 

Saturdays, 10:00 a.m. to noon: 
 

Feb. 24 - Bader Memorial Park 

Enjoy a bird hike along the 

Platte during waterfowl migration 

time and join us for a campfire 

with hot dogs & s’mores. 
 

March 10 - Sherman Ranch 

Explore the Sherman Ranch on 

our hike and participate in a 

prairie scavenger hunt. 
 

Questions: 

Sarah Bailey (402) 694-5535   

Pat Carlson (308) 986-2522 

 

Winter Explore partnership: 

And MORE getting outside: 

 

Early bird hikes at Bader Park: 

Saturdays, Feb. 17 & 24 

7:00 a.m. 

 

Early hike at Sherman Ranch: 

Saturday, March 3 

7:00 a.m. 

Land Steward Jeff Gustafson continues to 

make good use of the new tree-clearing 

equipment at Sherman Ranch. Now he’s 

working in new territory, along the Little Blue 

River in Clay County. 

A fully-loaded greenhouse will soon be a lot 

greener as thousands of seedlings make their 

debut. Then, later, transplanting time! 

More from the Fundraiser: 

The beautiful 5-foot wide wall sculpture 

by Aurora artist Cindy McClellan, entitled 

“Controlled Burn,” was won by Bill Snyder. 

Bill then donated it back for the Education 

Center! Thanks very much to Bill and to 

Cindy, who donated her art work. 

We provide our own house band! 

A bit out of the ordinary, we know. 

Director Bill Whitney on guitar, 

Land Steward Jeff Gustafson on 

drums, Greenhouse Manager/

Restoration Assistant Sarah Bailey 

on bass. 

Note key summer youth education dates: 

YNP June 18-22; SOAR July 9-12 & 16-19. 

Thanks to Britt Bailey for Fundraiser photos! 
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