More autumn beauty on Prairie Plains preserves: restored prairie acres at Griffith
Prairie (with Education Center in background); and Olson Nature Preserve.
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The Sherman Ranch, with its incredible diversity and richness of natural
habitats,represents a rare opportunity for people in eastern Nebraska, where
1.2 million people live within two hours of the site. If connected to Griffith
Prairie with trail access or land acquisition, the potential for publaccessible
land experiences here is outstanding. Recreational opportunities will include
hiking, canoeing, bicycling, horse trail riding, camping, fishing and hunting. In
addition, local Platte River natural areas such as nearby Tooley and Bader P
fit right in to this developing natural educational/recreational corridor.

In July and August, in conjunction with the Merrick Foundation in Central

THANK YOU to Tim Horst
(Ducks Unlimited) and Brad

Seitz (Game & Parks) for allowing
us to harvest grass seed from the
Verona (DU) and Redhead
(G&P) wetland restoration sites.

City, Platte corridor tours took
place that included the Bader
Bridge and Dark Island Trail
project near Central City;
Sherman Ranch and Griffith
Prairie (and Education Center),
ending with cookouts at Bader
Park. Bill Whitney presented an
idea for future projects in the
shared Hamilton and Merrick
County Platte corridor which
could develop recreation and
public access, and potentially

benefit local economic and cultural a,qust oth Platte corridor tour: Enjoying both
de_velopment A_ddltlonal tours the shade of a cottonwood grove on the Sherman
will be held during the fall. Ranchand stories about the land told by Tom

The Sherman Ranch is a critical Sherman.
addition to the Prairie Plains land
base with its potential for community involvement and public use on the river.
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opportunities it offers!

Sherman Ranch articlehttp://www.prairieplains.org/assets/files/prairie_plains_link/
PPL%?200ctober%202011.pdf

"TKRPDV 6KHUPDQ RtQ:/MinolRike@om/watch?v=RXxw1h7cGv8
For more information and maps on the landhttp://www.prairieplains.org/assets/files/
Tom%20Sherman%20Land%20Summary.pdf
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giving at www.prairieplains.org/donate.htm or call 46894-5535.
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Wetland Management Area (WMA) in western Fillmore County. We planted
the area in February, 2002- in the snow.

Sherman Ranch Update In June, 2011, Hamilton County landowner
Tom Sherman granted Prairie Plains a legal option to buy his 6&€re property
on the Platte River to ensure that it would remain permanently accessible to
the public for recreational use. The October, 201Prairie Plains Linfeatured newsletter

a story of Tom's life and his appreciation for this land (note online access addresses September, 2012

at end of this article). Located one mile east of Griffith Prairie, the Sherman Ranch is an impressive landscape
of lowland meadow on a mile of river frontage, along with eroded loess bluff and canyon topography. From its
ridge tops one can view a long, rugged canyon, a great Platte Valley panorama of river, meadow and cotton-
wood forest. One can look approximately two miles southwest across the river bluffs and see the brightly
reflectingroof of the Charles L. Whitney Education Center on Griffith Prairie. Wherever one is on the north

half of the property, the feeling is of being surrounded by a grand Platte River grassland wilderness rich in plant
diversity, wildlife and history.

The process of raising the funds is ongoing. We have submitted a second proposal to the Nebraska
Environmental Trust (NET) for a portion of the land's price, estimated to be near $2 million at the time the
option can be exercised. We have been showing the property to our members and organizational partners
since August, 2011. If anyone wishes to tour the land with a particular interest in fundraising and regional
community development, please contact us. In addition, comments on grant applications will be accepted until
April 4, 2012 at NET, P.O. Box 94913, Lincoln, NE 68509913 or via email tomarilyn.tabor@nebraska.gav
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The Prairie Plains convoy on
the road. Two grain carts
recently purchased (truck is
pulling one) made harvesting
easier and much more efficient,
both in the field and (next
photo) in the Curvette at
Griffith Farm, where seed is
dried and stored.
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