THURSDAY Swve returned once again to one of our
favorite historic sites, the Farmers Valley Cemetery.
Above, from left - Paul Siebert set the tone for the
morning with his music and history presentation
to the whole camp; a camper carefully takes a
rubbing from one of the beautiful old stones;
dousing is always a favorite activity here, in a
sessionled by cemetery expert Skip Meyer. At
left, Jeff leading a lively insect-themed game in
the big open area.
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FRIDAY St was great to return to Bader Park, our favorite River Day site.
Just enough water in the river and great weather resulted in two amazing
| closing days.

Above left, then clockwise -
Oh, what a leap! in the Obstacle
Course; The Nighthawks (as
well as the other 11 groups)
had a blast sand-sculpturing
their mascots; evaporating a
raindrop back into the clouds
in the water cycle-themed
Raindrop Relay; a temporarily
jarred-for-study Plains Killifish
was not too keen on the Fish
Find, but finds relief during the
ceremonial Fish Release (left).
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From Big Bend SOAR Coordinator Jenny Hultquist:

It was yetanother successful summer with both camps filled to the makhe highlights:
D We had just enough water in the river to run our sessions, and the weather was great.

D Some new activities for us included: a feather/lesfampingts hi rt craft, a
br e ak er deamirgsabautovater quality characteristics, arftbw to hold dragon-

flies. We also replaced ourinfamous i ght t i me O Amaz i nsgssidRsa c e 0
that really focused our campermore on what happens at dusk and after dark. We learned
Yabout stars, took a nature hike, netted insects, did an

rowesanctuary.org ani mal oeye shined trai qd s
storytelling.

DWe went out on a |imb this summer an si c

thanks to Rick Brown. At our family l t he

Wearing A Dead Bird on Her Head, éd whi by K

National Audubon Society was formed. Campers took turns reading lines from the sto \
and singing songs written by Rick and accompanied by him on his accordion. It was
absolutelyamazing after only two days of practice!

D Our guest speakers were awesome: Jeanine Lackey (US. Fish and Wildlife Servicd) ¢ amper

uses a jew

mistnetted birds and campersvere thrilled to see her catches up close. Celia McConkeyf©r close-up examination during

Jeanine Lackey showing a Common
Yellowthroat.

former camper, peer leader, and teacher who has been involved with SOfIR16 out of the

17 years of
of luck!

t he

L&l (Nebraska Master Naturalist) taught us a lot about

sensory training.

N poIIinators Chad Johnson (NPPD) brought a worklng

works and how wildlife are impacted by power lines
and poles. Brad Eifert (Nebraska Gan&Parks
Commission) helped with seining and dipetting in
the river d no big fish like last summer but still lots to
see.

D As for our staff, we were sad not having Wendy or
Steph with us but weBOnMer e
and Heidi help out even more. We also welcomed
Anna Nelson (peer leader alum) on board as a supervisg
With heavy hearts, we bid farewell to Gavin Blum

grateful |to |

=

Cgllectng fighglyring oyr o b a s

seining session in the river.

progr am. He | eaves us for

2013 Big Bend SOAR planning & teaching staff: Jenny Hultquist, Lisa Clapper, Gavin Blum, Lisa Bf@laen, Heidi LaClair, Nicoé Salisbury,
Keanna Leonard and Matthew Jones. For complete coverage of Big Bend SOAR, including list of sponsors and other crediesteeBig Bend
SOAR Journdrom Jenny at rjhultquist@gtmc.net.



