
 

Prairie & Wetland Restoration  

Plantings to date, 2011:  

13 projects totaling 425 acres in 9 counties. 

 

This brings our total to 6,912 restored acres in 

Nebraska since 1979; 6.912 acres benefiting 

wildlife habitat, biological diversity, water 

quality, native seed production and outdoor 

education and recreation. 

Prairie plains Link 

Sarah Bailey 

Prairie blue-eyed grass (Sisyrinchium campestre) - not a grass, but a member of the lily family -  is an early 

bloomer on the prairie. 

Mike Bullerman Wilson’s Phalarope 

  Burn Season, 

   Continued . . . 

   As was mentioned 

in the last newsletter, 

one of the biggest land 

management  

challenges we face is 

finding days with all the right conditions for burning:  

the desired wind speed and direction, moisture 

conditions, temperature, etc. for each site.  And 

May was just as frustrating as April!  We did, how-

ever, manage to complete the Griffith Prairie burn 

on May 2nd. It all went according to plan, torching a 

good number of cedars and clearing off the large 

area from the Center to the river, which is now being 

grazed. 

   Other prescribed burns were accomplished on resto-

rations south of Griffith Prairie and on the north side of 

Bader Park, and Prairie 2000 at Aurora Public Schools. 

 

Below, from left: The May 2nd burn on Griffith Prairie, 

the fire line slowly working its way north to the river; 

ringneck snake that escaped the flames during an earlier 

burn on the prairie restoration acres south of Griffith 

Prairie; one of a few spears of wild asparagus that were 

roasted to perfection in the burn on Bush Island on the 

Platte.  Delicious! 
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Prairie Plains Resource Institute 

is an educational land trust  

incorporated in 1980 as a non-

profit, 501(c)(3) tax-exempt 

membership organization based 

in Aurora, Nebraska. 
 

MISSION: 

Maintaining and restoring  

Nebraska ecosystems - 

Creating opportunities for  

education, research,  

stewardship and  

community development. 
 

Link Editor & Layout  

Jan Whitney 

Learn more and 

BECOME A MEMBER at 

www.prairieplains.org 

and 

Become a Fan on Facebook 

Prairie Plains Link 

is a publication of 
 

Thank-yous: 
 

to Cliff Dill for work on the membership database program; to Jeremy Woeppel 

for assistance with planting in Holt County; to Gerry Steinauer, David Springer, 

Cale & Cameron Jones. Dale & Pat Carlson for burning assistance; to Britt & Barb 

Bailey for greenhouse & garden work at Griffith Farm; to Bill & Shirley Snyder, 

Bill & Cathy Saeger, Randy & Nancy Ruppert and Steve Winter for representing 

Prairie Plains at the Lauritzen Gardens “Spring into Spring” plant sale - and to 

Lauritzen Gardens for inviting us to the event. 

Amy Jones 

SOAR 2011 

It’s Flight 20 for the pilot program 

based in Aurora - and Flight 15 

for the Big Bend Camp co-

sponsored by Rowe Sanctuary 

near Gibbon.  Both filled to 

capacity quickly, providing 

quality outdoor education and 

fun to over 330 Nebraska youth 

this summer.  Big Bend Camps 

are June 20-23 and June 27-30; 

the Aurora camps run July 11-15 

and July 18-22. 

Please consider a financial 

contribution to SOAR. 

Thank you! 

The Next Prairie Plains Link 

will be the annual summer issue, and will  

include highlights of the Griffith Prairie Fun 

Run, the Sioux County Ranch Trek and 

SOAR.  Be watching for it sometime in 

August.  

Sandy Creek third graders were 

excited about insect galls they 

found during their annual field 

trip to Bader Park May 2
nd

. 

Prairie Plains took part in Omaha’s 

Lauritzen Gardens “Spring into Spring” 

plant sales event May 13
th
-15

th
, selling 

several species of native forbs grown by 

Sarah Bailey (pictured) in the new green-

house. Learn more about Lauritzen Gardens 

at lauritzengardens.org. 

   Take time to smell the prairie roses this summer!  

Whether it’s on one of the Prairie Plains preserves 

or any other public access native prairie, go bird 

watching (and listening), note the different species 

of plants that come into bloom as the weeks 

progress and observe the many plant-animal inter-

actions taking place. To the left is an example:  

Crab spider on Carolina anemone (Anemone 

caroliniana), Griffith Prairie.  

 

Right, seedling of Maryland senna (Senna 

marylandica) one of the 70+ species grown by 

Sarah Bailey in the greenhouse this spring.  See 

many more of Sarah’s seedling photos on the 

Prairie Plains Facebook page. 
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