Our Social Vision
The Ribbons of Prairigicture also includes economically and culturally vital villages, towns and small

cities. The foundation of this vitality is the health of a local agricultural economy, and a popular embrace
of the natural and cultural landscapét hat connectedness often descri
stream corridors would substantially increase the access and opportunity to experience local natural

environments. Landowners and communities wi
will be usedd e.g. exercise trails, habitat, hunting, foraging, outdoor education, etmurs, fishing
holes, orchards, etc.The commercial economic development model will grow in such an atmosphere,

resulting in mutually sustaining positive feedback where attitude about place feeds the economy and vice

versa. At this stage of development, the arts prosper as Weddding to the weltbeing of the community.
Our vision is more than just planting grass. It is also what we do to develop a cultural connection to the
land and each other in the process and aftermath of restoration of the stream corridor.
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Ribbons of Prairie through the Great American Breadbasket
A 100year vision for restoring native prairie and wetlands along stream corridors
Bill Whitney, Executive Director, Prairie Plains Resource Institute
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1) The Big Picture- Continue development of the vision and establish guiding principles and goals.
2) New Prairie Plains Projects- Implement new high diversity prairie and wetland restoration projects.

3) Interns and Volunteers - Plug interns and volunteers into research, planning, outreach and
implementation of Ribbons ventures

4) Group Process- Establish effective working group processes to carry out projects in ecological
restoration, agriculture and education

5) Funding - Find innovative new ways to finance and sustain conservation, education and community
development projects

6) Policy - Align existing government policies and programs with Ribbons of Prairie, and help create
new ones within a Ribbons nature/agriculture/community framework.

7) Leadership - Create new leadership within this vision.

8) Community Social and Economic Development- Assist in developing community social and
economic objectives after the restoration work is completed.

9) Documentation - Record results and get the word out.

The concepts described here are not original or
new. In fact, on various scales and in widely scattered
locations,some aspects of the vision are already being
advanced. Prairie Plains aims to bring focus to this
work and increase capacity to move it forward. It is
important to realize some of its goals now; others will
extend into the next generation and beyond. Our job
is to get the ball rollingd and as it picks up momentum
with each success story, more people, communities
and organizations will have the opportunity to take
part in shaping a more sustainable, positive future for
the prairie and plains region.
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Griffith Prairie, overlooking the Platte River Valley . .
west of Marquette, Nebraska. W\MN.pralrlepIalns.org

History of Prairie Plains work on stream corridors

Sometime in the early 1970s the city engineer of Aurora, Nebraska introduced the idea of creating a
|l i near park along Lincoln Creek on the townds ea
creek land in 1978, and was intrigued. | discovered an interesting property belonging to a family friend,
Wilma Aalborg, and thought we could do some work there. We then began to promote a greenway concept to
the community as a way to connect land areas along the creek, such as the Aalborg land, The Leadership
Center, Streeter Park, a residential area and the golf course, and to turn what was widely perceag@ waste
area into an asset. The creek corridor coultecome a place for people to recreate and learn about nature
a tiny linear prairie wilderness providing environmental, educational and recreational benefits.

Timing was right for this project, especially since a major flood occurred a few days after our first
historic Lincoln Creek prairie planting in 1980 (the Grand Island tornado super storm), bringing attention
to the creek. Prairie Plains carried out its first prescribed burn and planted some of its first tiny prairies on
the Aalborg land in the early 80s. In 1983, Wilma donated her six acres. We then proceeded to lease an
adjoining ten acres from the City of Aurora, thus creating the first Prairie Plains land preserve. What
ultimately germinated on this small acreage, however, was the first inkling of a larger vision which
could someday affect how people look at this prairie region and their place in it.

If it is possible to restore a small stretch of
creek by planting seeds and moving some eart
followed by basic management activities, then
should be possible on a larger scale. If stream
corridors are restored to accessible and beautiful
greenways that preserve native prairie, provide
wildlife habitat, improve water quality and
guantity, connect us to the natural world and
add to quality of life, why not expand the
concept?
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Throughout our 30year history we have
been interested and concerned about the fate
and the potential- of stream corridors. In 1999
we beganworking with The Nature Conservancy
and University of Nebraska Extension on a projec
calledthe PlatteCor ri dor | ni t i aTrdilthreugh(ths fasePragieTPtaips restoration project (1980)
Grand Island to ColumbusPlatte River Corridor @long an oxbow of Lincoln Creek.




